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Joseph-Michel Gaucin dit St. Germain 

 



Only two of Jean Gaucin dit St. Germain’s four surviving sons had children that we know 

about. Joseph married Madeleine Foucault dit Courchesne and Etienne married Marie 

Théroux dit Laferté. Charles appeared in church registers as godfather to several nieces, but 

then seems to disappear. Perhaps he took up trapping and trading in the vast forestlands, or 

headed west to Detroit or the other French territories. New France was an enormous territory! 

Antoine never married, but remained involved with his brothers’ children.   

 

 
 

The Seigneur Michel Trottier had been godfather to Joseph Gaucin dit St. Germain who 

eventually added Michel to his name as an honor to his seigneur. He is seen in genealogy 

trees as Michel, Joseph, or Joseph-Michel. 
 

King George's War, part of the European War of the Austrian Succession, lasted until 1748.  

It was the third of the four French and Indian Wars. Perhaps the uneasy times were the reason 

Joseph did not marry until 1747. Perhaps like many others, he was trapping furs to make 

money before settling down. Probably like all farmers, he spent some time hunting for furs 

and some time farming. When home from his journeys, he courted Madeleine Foucault dit 

Courchesne who lived near Trois-Rivières. They married on June 8, 1747. He and Madeleine 

were 35 years old. 

 

The records for this time period seem to be missing. I could not find a marriage record in St. 

Michel, Trois Rivières, or Rivière du Loup, although a marriage contract was found in 

Rivière du Loup. 



 

 

 
Although French territory was vast, its population was a tenth of the British Colonies 

 

 

Joseph-Michel and Madeleine had four children between 1748 and 1755. While living their 

peaceful life, world events continued around them. The French-Indian War had been going 

on since 1754. In 1755, the English took Acadia and forcibly relocated the French population 

to Louisiana, New England, England and France. In 1759, the British General Wolfe took 

Québec in the famous battle on the Plains of Abraham. This war was fought by soldiers sent 

from France, not by the locals who had the biggest stake in the outcome. French officers 

looked at the residents of New France with disdain and most refused to heed the advice given 

by the Québec military in this conflict. Having to fight in Canada was an insult and most 

soldiers wanted nothing but to go back home. From our ancestor’s point of view, this was a 

France-England conflict and most residents did not feel involved.  Tensions between the 

British and French colonies were high, though. Each side was allied to Native tribes and 

encouraged kidnapping for ransom. One never knew when one could be swept away to 

another country. In 1760, the British took over Montréal, ending the conflict and at the peace 

conference in 1763 France chose to keep Guadeloupe, a few islands near Newfoundland, and 

gave Canada to the British and the Louisiana Territory west of the Mississippi to Spain. 

Britain also received Florida from Spain. France considered itself well rid of Québec. And 

so, Joseph-Michel and his family became part of the fourteenth colony and subjects of King 

George III, the same King that provoked the Americans to rebel in 1775.  

 

 1750 



The new British subjects were required to take an oath of loyalty to Queen Elizabeth and the 

Church of England. If they did not, they were prohibited from engaging in the trades or 

commerce, forcing many of those merchants living in the bigger cities to return to farming. 

French speakers and Catholics were prohibited from entering the country. The French 

government and the French soldiers were gone. Of all who had been in authority, only the 

priests remained. 

 

Their legal system was to be replaced by British Law. “For some years Canada was under 

‘the rule of the soldiers,’ as it was called. The province was divided into the three districts of 

Montreal, Quebec and Three Rivers, each administered by a military chief, General Gage, 

General Murray, and Colonel Page being the respective rulers. By their impartiality and their 

consideration for local prejudices, the military won the confidence of the people in a 

surprising degree.”  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quebec_Act 

 

The British realized that if they forced the population to drastically change their ways they 

would have to quell rebellion in Québec, now the 14th British Colony, as well as keeping 

peace in the other 13 colonies. There were too many people to relocate as they had the 

Acadians. As long as they quietly farmed, the Québécois were not bothered and were allowed 

to keep their language, religion and seigneur system. The new government seemed to be 

treating the people of Québec better than France had. People just wanted to live on their   

farms with their families and to live in peace. 

  

According to the census of 1765 taken by the British, Joseph-

Michel owned 71 arpents of land (an arpent = about 0.84 of an 

acre), 6 of which were cultivated, 3 cows, 4 sheep, 4 pigs, and 2 

horses. On September 15, 1770, Madeleine passed away at the 

age of 58. Three days later, Joseph-Michel, also 58, died. It 

seems there was a smallpox epidemic about this time which 

might explain why their deaths were so close. Nothing was said 

in their burial records. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    From the records of St. Michel 1770 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quebec_Act


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North America 1763 

Burial of Marie Magdeleine Courchai??  

The year 1770 the fifteenth of September was buried in the cemetery of this parish 

Marie Magdeleine Courchair aged more than 50 years wife of Michel Saint 

Germain assisting in the burial were Regis Brisebois Pierre Bréga and many others 

Alex. Maquet  Jesuite  

Burial of Michel St Germain 

The year 1770 the nineteenth of September was buried in the cemetery of this 

parish Michel St Germain who died yesterday aged about sixty years assisting in 

the burial were Pierre Hébert Regis Brisebois Pierre Bréga and many others 

 Alex. Maquet  Jesuite 

 



 
 

Michel, 22, and minor children Joseph, 18, Jean-Baptiste, 17, and Marie Anne, 15, were left 

in the care of their Uncle Antoine. Antoine ceded his land to nephew Jean-Baptiste, who 

gave up the right of inheriting from his father. Jean-Baptiste married Marie Couturier in 

1773, but died two years later. Marie returned the land, situated between Etienne St. Germain 

and Antoine Desrosiers, to Antoine who then gave it to Joseph "in acknowledgement of the 

commendable help he had been and continued to be". Joseph married Catherine-Louise 

Lefort on February 16, 1778 and had seven children, including five sons to carry on the 

name. Marie-Anne married Gaspard Lapointe Desautels on February 10, 1772. Antoine died 

in Dec 22, 1797. Our ancestor Michel married Catherine Hazeur (Azur) on February 8, 1773, 

farmed the land, and had nine children, including three sons.  

 

The following two family charts represent three generation of St. Germain’s: 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Descendants of Joseph Gaucin-Dit-St-Germain 
And Madeleine Foucault-dite-Courchesne 

    



1   Joseph Gaucin Dit St. Germain b: Aug 27, 1712 Rivière du Loup, Maskinongé PQ 

 d: Sep 19, 1770 St. Michel d' Yamaska PQ* 

   +Marie Madeleine Foucault dite Courchesne b: May 24, 1712 Trois Rivières, St.   

            Maurice m: Jun 08, 1747 Trois Rivières, PQ  d: Sep 15, 1770 St. Michel 

    2  Michel Gaucin St. Germain  b: Apr 14, 1748 St Michel d: Oct 17, 1825 St. Michel  

         +Catherine Hazeur b: May 29, 1752 Québec PQ m: Feb 08, 1773 Sorel, Richelieu PQ           

         d: Mar 24, 1826 St. Michel  

         3  Michel St. Germain  b: Dec 18, 1773 St Michel d: Aug 30, 1774 St Michel 

         3  Michel St. Germain II b: Jun 11, 1777 Yamaska PQ d: Dec 18, 1862 PQ 

                +Jeanne Pétrin b: Abt. 1784 Yamaska PQ  m: Feb 17, 1800 Yamaska PQ  

         3  Josette St. Germain b: May 29, 1779 Yamaska PQ d: Unknown Yamaska PQ 

          +Antoine Pétrin b: Abt. 1775 PQ m: Nov 11, 1793 Yamaska PQ d: Yamaska PQ 

         3  Joseph Gaucin dit St. Germain b: Mar 22, 1781 Yamaska, PQ d: Unknown PQ 

               +Marie Jeanne Giguère b: 1785 Québec, Canada m: Oct 28, 1805 Yamaska  

                     d: Nov 02, 1832 PQ 

            *2nd Wife of Joseph Gaucin dit St. Germain:    

               +Josette Benoit m: Oct 28, 1833 St. Michel  

         3  Marguerite St. Germain b: Nov 20, 1783 Yamaska PQ d: Apr 30, 1831 Yamaska PQ 

              +Charles Giguère b: Nov 28, 1778 St Michel, Yamaska PQ  

                   m: Jan 18, 1802 Yamaska PQ d: Unknown Yamaska PQ 

         3  Marie Anne St. Germain b: Feb 21, 1786 Yamaska PQ d: May 20, 1843 St. Michel  

             +François Pétrin b: Abt. 1776 PQ m: Feb 14, 1803 St. Michel d: Unknown PQ 

         3  Angélique St. Germain b: Dec 23, 1788 Yamaska PQ d: Aft. 1822 Yamaska PQ 

               +Jean Baptiste Loiseau Cardin b: Aug 09, 1797 St Pierre De Sorel, Richelieu, PQ,                             

                m: Nov 03, 1807 St Michel  

         3   Louis-Michel St. Germain b: Apr 17, 1791 St. Michel   d: Bef. 1861 Yamaska  

               +Josette Parenteau b: Jan 08, 1797 Yamaska PQ  m: Nov 23, 1812 Yamaska                        

                         d: Oct 26, 1823 St. Michel 

            *2nd Wife of Louis-Michel St. Germain:    

               +Marie Verrier b: Jan 09, 1802 St. Michel  m: Jan 25, 1825 St. Michel d: Yamaska  

         3  Marie-Monique St. Germain b: May 04, 1794 St. Michel d' Yamaska PQ d:Yamaska  

             +Jean-Baptiste Loizeau b: Abt. 1790 St. Michel m: Sep 30, 1811 St. Michel   

         3  Catherine St. Germain b: Jun 14, 1816 St. Michel d: Unknown Yamaska PQ 

             +Louis Pepin b: Abt. 1770 PQ m: Oct 22, 1792 Yamaska PQ d: Unknown PQ 

 2  Jean-Baptiste Gaucin dit St. Germain  b: Abt. 1750 St Michel d: Oct 22, 1775 Yamaska  

       +Marie Madeleine Couturier b: Dec 22, 1752 PQ m: Aug 30, 1773 Yamaska, PQ

              d: Nov 21, 1811 St Michel 

         3  Jean Baptiste St. Germain b: Sep 28, 1773 St Michel   

         3  Jean Baptiste St. Germain b: Jun 26, 1774 Yamaska PQ  d: Yamaska PQ 

              +Marie Ursule Bonnier m: 1795 Québec PQ 

           *2nd Wife of  Jean Baptiste St. Germain:    

               +Susanne Talussier Dit La Salle b: St. Sulpice PQ m: Nov 10, 1800 St Michel 

        3  Marie Marguerite St. Germain b: Jun 06, 1775 Yamaska PQ d: May 02, 1804 

           +Joseph Martin b: Oct 04, 1776 St Michel, Yamaska PQ m: Apr 20, 1795 St Michel 

 2  Joseph Gaucin dit St. Germain  b: Jun 02, 1752 Yamaska, PQ d: Jul 14, 1832 Yamaska 

         +Catherine Lefort b: Sep 24, 1754 Sorel, PQ m: Feb 16, 1778 Sorel, PQ  



                d: Apr 13, 1843 Yamaska, PQ 

         3  Louis St. Germain    

             +Marguerite Petrin b: Oct 23, 1787 St. Michel  m: Oct 23, 1809 St Michel 

         3  Marie Catherine St. Germain  b: Aug 14, 1779 Yamaska, PQ   

        +Jacques Fourquin Léveillé m: Jan 15, 1798 St. Michel  

         3 Jean Baptiste St. Germain b: Jan 09, 1782 Yamaska, PQ  

                            d: Apr 18, 1823 St. Michel  

              +Marguerite Josephte Giguère b: Mar 02, 1784 Yamaska, PQ 

                        m: Nov 04, 1806 St. Michel  

         3  Louis Antoine St. Germain b: Apr 12, 1785 Yamaska PQ   

              +Catherine Parenteau  b: Nov 03, 1789 Yamaska PQ   

                            m: Aug 16, 1813 St. Michel  d: St Michel  

         3  Joseph Antoine St. Germain b: 1790  d: Apr 24, 1833 St. Michel  

               +Louise Parenteau b: Nov 11, 1790 St. Michel d' Yamaska PQ  

                            m: Nov 21, 1808 St. Michel  

         3  Antoine St. Germain  b: Feb 02, 1790 St. Michel  

         3  Modeste St. Germain  b: Jun 17, 1791 Yamaska PQ  d: Sep 02, 1867 

                +Marguerite Forcier-Dite-Gauché m: Aug 18, 1817 St. Michel  

                         d: Apr 17, 1871 St-François Du Lac, PQ 

      3  Dorothée St. Germain b: Dec 21, 1792 Yamaska, PQ   

.               +Louis Parent b: St. Michel d' Yamaska PQ  m: Oct 28, 1811 St.Michel  

         3  Michel St. Germain b: Feb 28, 1794 Yamaska PQ   

                +Marguerite Cote b: 1805 Quebec PQ  m: 1825 PQ d: 1861 PQ 

         3  Basile St. Germain b: Apr 11, 1796 Yamaska, PQ   

                +Louise Forcier b: Jan 09, 1809 St Pierre-De-Sorel, Richelieu,PQ  

                                m: Nov 18, 1828 St Pierre-De-Sorel  

         3  Theophile St. Germain b: Apr 11, 1796 St. Michel  

 2  Marie Anne St. Germain  b: Oct 06, 1755 Yamaska PQ d: Dec 02, 1817 Yamaska PQ  

            +Gaspard Lapointe Desautels  b: Feb 19, 1743 St Ours, Richelieu, PQ  

                    m: Feb 10, 1772 Yamaska, PQ d: Apr 14, 1816 PQ 

 

*In the interest of saving space and ink, “St. Michel de Yamaska PQ, Canada” is represented 

as “St. Michel” 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Descendants of Etienne Gaucin Dit St. Germain 
 

1   Etienne Gaucin Dit St. Germain b: Dec 06, 1725 Rivière du Loup, Maskinongé PQ 

           d: May 23, 1805 St. Michel d' Yamaska PQ 



      +Marie-Rose Théroux-Laferté b: Mar 06, 1735 Rivière du Loup, PQ  

            m: Feb 05, 1753 St. Michel d' Yamaska PQ d: Aft. 1774 Yamaska PQ 

 2  Marie Antoinette St. Germain b: Feb 04, 1754 St Michel  

           +Francois Lemay Dit Poudrier b: Jan 18, 1734 Lotbiniere, PQ  

                   m: Jan 11, 1790 St. Michel  d: 1804 St Pierre Les Becquets, PQ 

 2  Jacques St. Germain b: Jan 14, 1756 St. Michel d: Feb 22, 1756 St. Michel 

 2  Claire St. Germain b: Mar 06, 1757 St. Michel d: Apr 04, 1759 St. Michel...  

            +Louis Paul Hus    

 2  Marguerite St. Germain b: Jan 28, 1759 St. Michel d: Jul 14, 1823 St. Michel 

        +Jean Baptiste Chapdelaine b: Dec 30, 1753 St. Michel m: Mar 02, 1778 Yamaska,        

        3  Marguerite Chapdelaine b: Feb 16, 1780 St. Michel  d: Feb 02, 1796 St. Michel  

        3  Pierre Chapdelaine-Lariviere b: Jun 21, 1796 St. Michel  

        3  Genevieve Chapdelaine b: Apr 16, 1799 St. Michel  

 2  Marie Claire St. Germain b: Apr 23, 1760 St. Michel  

           +Jean Baptiste Bibeau    

 2  André Gaucin dit St. Germain  b: Nov 22, 1763 Yamaska PQ d: Jun 03, 1836 St. Michel 

           +Josette Cartier b: Dec 08, 1759 St-François-Du-Lac, Yamaska, PQ 

                  m: May 03, 1791 St. Michel  

         3  Agathe St. Germain b: Jan 20, 1792 St. Michel  d: PQ 

              +Michel Petrin b: Sep 18, 1753 St-Michel m: Feb 23, 1784 St. Michel  

           *2nd Husband of Agathe St. Germain:    

                   +Basile Cardin m: Oct 09, 1809 St. Michel  

         3  Josette St. Germain b: Abt. 1793 St Michel d: Dec 06, 1809 St Michel  

         3  Marieanne St. Germain b: Nov 10, 1796 St. Michel   

                   +Joseph Giguere m: 1814 St. Michel  

        3  Marie St. Germain b: Oct 04, 1798 St. Michel  

        3  Olivier St. Germain b: Nov 02, 1801 St. Michel d: Mar 01, 1803 St. Michel 

        3  Anne St. Germain    

        3  Marie Claire St. Germain    

    2  Marie Genevieve St. Germain b: Jun 07, 1768 St. Michel d: Jul 23, 1769 St Michel  

    2  Joseph Etienne Gaucin dit St. Germain  b: Feb 17, 177St. Michel d: Unknown PQ 

           +Marie-Anne Cardin-Loiseau b: Jan 10, 1770 Sorel, Richelieu PQ  

                  m: Jan 24, 1791 Yamaska,  PQ d: Sep 29, 1835 Sorel, Richelieu PQ 

         3 Jean St. Germain b: 1786   

              +Marie Bergeron b: 1810 m: Oct 02, 1827 

         3  Marieanne St. Germain b: Abt. 1793 Yamaska PQ  d: 1875 Yamaska                  

               +Jean-Baptiste Parenteau-Lafontaine b: Abt. 1790 Yamaska PQ  

                        m: Jan 25, 1808 Yamaska PQ d: Unknown Yamaska PQ 

           *2nd Husband of Marieanne St. Germain:    

                +Joseph Fourquin Léveillé b: Nov 20, 1771 Yamaska, PQ  

                       m: Jan 27, 1812 St. Michel d' Yamaska PQ d: Quebec, Canada 

        3  Madeleine St. Germain b: Oct 08, 1796 St. Michel d: Unknown PQ 

                +Jean Parent  b: May 30, 1790 St. Michel  m: Aug 28, 1815 St. Michel  

        3  Marguerite St. Germain b: Oct 09, 1798 St. Michel  d: Oct 13, 1835 

                 +Antoine Hus Cournoyer b: Sep 21, 1797 Yamaska, PQ  

                         m: Sep 23, 1816 St-Michel   d: Oct 31, 1866 St. Michel..  



        3  Joseph St. Germain b: Aug 02, 1800 St. Michel   

                   +Marie Charlotte Cournoyer b: 1796 Yamaska  m: Nov 12, 1821 St. Michel  

                            d: Bef. Oct 1841 

          *2nd Wife of  Joseph St. Germain:    

                   +Marie St. Germain b: St. Michel m: May 16, 1843 St. Michel   

        3  Josephte St. Germain b: Sep 16, 1802 St. Michel  

                   +Louis Forcier b: 1800 St Michel m: Feb 16, 1822 St-Michel d: 1881 

        3  Jean Baptiste St. Germain b: Mar 27, 1805 St. Michel   

        3  Francois St. Germain b: Oct 04, 1809 St. Michel  

        3  Louis St. Germain b: Oct 14, 1813 St. Michel  

                    +Marguerite Bergeron b: 1814 St. Michel m: Oct 25, 1836 St. Michel 

        3  Antoine St. Germain b: St. Michel d: May 05, 1895 St. Michel  

                    +Emilie Parenteau b: 1817 St. Michel m: Feb 18, 1833 St. Michel 

               d: Bef. 1895 St. Michel 

        3 Joseph Etienne St. Germain:    

                 +Josette Cournoyer m: Feb 20, 1838 St. Michel  

 2  Joseph Modeste Gaucin dit St. Germain  b: May 13, 1772 St. Michel d: Quebec PQ 

                 +Magdeleine Cartier m: Nov 07, 1796 St Michel  

 2  Pierre Gaucin dit St. Germain  b: Aug 16, 1774 St. Michel  

             +Reine Petit b: Abt. 1774 St. Michel m: Apr 20, 1795 St. Michel..  

         3  Marie Reine St. Germain b: Jun 19, 1796 St. Michel   

              +Theophile Deguire-Desrosiers    

         3  Joseph St. Germain b: Jan 24, 1798 St. Michel   

            +Therese Theroux m: Oct 23, 1832 St. Michel  

     3  Modeste St. Germain b: Oct 12, 1799 St. Michel   

         3  Pierre St. Germain b: Jun 08, 1802 St. Michel d: Feb 14, 1803 

         3  Josette St. Germain b: Sep 16, 1804 St. Michel    

      3  Dorothée St. Germain  b: Oct 25, 1809 St. Michel   

     3  Henri St. Germain b: Jun 28, 1821 St. Michel  

     3  Magdeleine St. Germain    

               +Michel Parenteau  m: Feb 18, 1833 St. Michel d: Oct 06, 1843 

 

St. Germain biography facts from:  

 

Mémoires de la Soc. Généal. Vol.  III no 2- juin 1948 June  Pages 115-122 

Brother Come F.C. 

 

 



 
 

Ancestors of Madeleine Foucault-Courchesne

Madeleine

Foucault-Courchesne
b: May 20, 1712 Trois Rivières, St. Maurice

PQ

Jean Baptiste

Foucault-dit-Courchesne
b: May 10, 1682 Trois Rivières, St. Maurice

PQ

Marguerite

Bergeron
b: 1688 Trois Rivieres, St Maurice, PQ

Jean-François

Courchesne-dit-Foucault
b: Abt. 1632 Périguex, Périgord FR

Occupation: Sailor, matelot

Élisabeth

Prévost
b: Abt. 1643 Rouen, Normandie FR

François

Bergeron
b: Abt. 1651 Luçon, Poitou FR

Étienette

Leclerc
b: May 28, 1663 Trois Rivières, St. Maurice

PQ

Charles-François

Bergeron
b: Abt. 1624 Luçon, Poitou FR

Occupation: Master stonemason

Marie

Pernelle
b: Abt. 1621 Luçon, Poitou FR

Florent

Leclerc
b: 1619 Poitiers, Poitou FR

Marie

Gendre
b: Abt. 1633 La Rochelle, Aunis FR



Madeleine, born May 20, 1712 was the granddaughter of Jean-François Courchesne-dit-

Foucault who had arrived in Québec from Perigord as a sailor by at least 1671. Her father 

was Jean Baptiste Foucault-dit-Courchesne who married Marguerite Bergeron on Feb 06, 

1707 in Trois Rivières. Marguerite’s sister, Jeanne, was married to Nicolas Vanasse, brother 

to previously mentioned Jeanne, Catherine and Sebastien. Her Uncle Denis Foucault had 

married Catherine Pelletier, Marie Angélique’s sister. This would make Catherine Pelletier 

an aunt to the Gaucin children as well as the Foucault children. It really was a small world 

back then.  

 

Marguerite Bergeron’s grandfather, Charles François, had entered Canada from Poitou 

sometime before 1676 with his wife and son. He was a master stonemason.  Her other 

grandfather, Florent Leclerc, was from Anjou and settled in Trois-Rivières about 1687; his 

wife Marie Gendre , from Aunis, was a widow with four children. Florent was reputed to 

have a singing voice that carried to the opposite shore the river. His descendants have been 

renowned as choirmasters and great singers. Florent died at the age of 44 and Marie married 

four more times raising her seven children. She died at age 80. 

 

Elisabeth Prévost was born about 1646 in the parish of Saint-Nicolas in Rouen, Normandie, 

the daughter of master tailor Adrien Prévost and Marie Leblond. After losing her father and 

watching sister Marguerite leave as a Fille du Roi in 1669, Elisabeth left for Canada in 1671 

at about age 25, taking with her goods worth an estimated 300 livres for her dowry, a value 

of about $4,275 in the USA in the year 2000. On 14 November 1671, Elisabeth married Jean-

François Foucault at Québec City and was given the King's Gift of 50 livres (this was about 

what an unskilled man was paid for a year's work).She signed the marriage contract drawn up 

08 November by notary Becquet, but her husband could not. Elisabeth Prévost was buried 04 

January 1722 at Trois Rivières. "King's Daughters", page 469 

 

The “Filles du Roi”, or King’s Daughters, were not royalty. The King had sent soldiers, the 

Carignan Regiment, over to Québec to fight the Iroquois. After peace was established, many 

soldiers decided to stay where there was land and opportunity. 

Unfortunately, there weren’t many French women 

around to marry and produce families. The 

authorities were afraid men would marry Native 

women and the colony would become “de-civilized”. 

The King declared that each parish in France should 

choose at least two women who would be willing to 

cross the ocean to marry and establish French 

families. These women were given small dowries by 

the government to start their new lives. “A girl 

received 50 livres if she married a solider or 



"habitant", but 100 livres if she married an officer. Since many of the girls were very poor, 

they also received new outfits before leaving France. The first disbursement made to the girls 

was a 100 livres expense broken down as follows: ten for personal moving expenses, 30 for 

clothing and 60 to cover the cost of passage. In addition to the allocation for clothing 

expense, the girls also received a small hope chest, one head dress, one taffeta handkerchief, 

one pair of ribbons, 100 sewing needles, one comb, one spool of white thread, one pair of 

stockings, one pair of gloves, one pair of scissors, two knives, one thousand pins, one bonnet, 

four lace braids and two livres in sliver money. After the girls arrived in Quebec, they 

received other clothing suitable to the climate and additional provisions drawn from the 

King's warehouse.” (Juliana L’Heureux)  

 

When the ships carrying these women arrived in port, the available men lined up to make 

their choices. Notaries were there to draw up marriage contracts and some were married 

within days of landing. Others were housed in the convent until the women made more 

leisurely decisions. When the program ended, about 850 women had made the trip to New 

France and started new families. 

“The King's Daughters were women of marriageable age who were sent to New France at 

state expense as wards of the King between 1663 an 1673. An estimated eight-hundred to one 

thousand girls arrived during the first 10 years of the royal government and were commonly 

referred to as "les filles du roi." They were brought under the careful supervision of various 

authorities such as the clergy. These women brought trousseaus and in some cases, were 

supplied with a small dowry if they could not afford their own. Some were Parisian beggars 

and orphans. Others were recruited from the La Rochelle and Rouen areas. Administrators' 

reports suggest that many were ill prepared for the arduous life of the Canadian peasant.  

Quick marriages and families were encouraged. Almost all of the King's Daughters found 

husbands quickly. Further incentives to procreate were given in money grants to young 

married men and fathers of large families. Annual gratuities of up to 400 livres were 

rewarded to families of 12. Bachelors were penalized; hunting and fur- trading privileges 

were withheld to encourage them to settle down and start a family. Marriages between 

French and aboriginals were also encouraged. It was an active campaign supporting family 

values and it reaped the desired results. When the offspring of the "filles du roi" came of age 

20 years later, the demographic situation of New France had indeed changed.  

In 1663 there had been one woman to every 6 men; now the sexes were roughly equal in 

number. By 1671, there had been 700 births. During the first decade of royal government, in 

fact, population climbed to over 9,000. From then on, immigration fell away, largely due to 

declining government aid as France became caught up in costly new wars in Europe. 

Nevertheless, the tradition of large French- Canadian families was now well established. The 

still-growing colony went on replacing over ninety percent of its people through natural birth, 

rather than immigration.”  

http://www.whitepinepictures.com/seeds/i/12/sidebar.html 

http://www.whitepinepictures.com/seeds/i/12/sidebar.html
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